
67july 2012 |  luxury las vegas

by cindi r. maciolek

RESCUE PETS:
Las Vegans open their hearts
to pets in need of a home
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Jason Feinberg with Kitty Perry and Dr. Feinberg
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I know a number of people, well men, who would love to die 
and come back as one of Holly Madison’s pampered pooches 
in search of unconditional love. If you think Madison paid 

thousands of dollars to a breeder for her furry royal family – 
Napoleon, Josephine, and Louis – you would be wrong. The fact 
is, she got them from an animal shelter, and you, too, can bring 
that love into your own home.

“They’ll steal your heart,” said Las Vegas entertainer Wes 
Winters, who has had rescues for years. He currently has three 
little ones in his household.

Shadow and Bandit are both full blooded AKC (American 
Kennel Club) registered King Charles Cavalier Spaniels that were 
adopted from a shelter in Missouri. The third was adopted locally. 
Thomas Roy Horn came from a group of sick puppies who were 
nursed back to health and named after Las Vegas celebrities with 
the hope that people would adopt them sooner.

“There was one named after me, but I thought it was a bit too 
egotistical to adopt that one,” Winters said. “I added the Thomas 
to Roy Horn’s name because it just seemed to fit him. He’s very 
energetic and excited. I think he’s half gazelle and half deer with 
the personality of Tigger! They’ve all bonded and take good care 
of each other.”

Holly Madison with Napleon, Josephine and Louis
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Station Casinos’ public relations manager 
Jay Alpert and his partner, Blaze Gusic, 
have rounded out their family with two 
little rescue dogs: Mr. Fox and Dottie.

“Mr. Fox was originally named Bear, but 
he looks just like the character in the movie, 
“Fantastic Mr. Fox,” so we renamed him,” 
said Alpert. “Dottie originally had another 
name as well, but since she has a dot, we 
thought it just made sense. 

“They’ve both had some adjustments to 
make, but they coexist very well,” continued 
Alpert. “My partner and I felt adopting a 
rescue pet was the right thing to do because 
there’s such a pet overpopulation. Many 
rescue pets are generally out of the puppy 
stage so you get to see their personality and 
they are often trained and housebroken. 

“It takes patience and time to find one 
that clicks with your lifestyle. If you’re 
looking for a particular breed of dog, let 
people know so they can inform you when 
one comes in for adoption. Regardless, 
make your decision based on personality, 
not breed or age.” 

Jason Feinberg, on-air personality at 
Fox5 News, has two rescue kitties named 
Dr. Peyton Feinberg and Kitty Perry, 
both from Nevada Society for Prevention 
of Cruelty to Animals (NSPCA), that he 
loves, loves, loves. 

“Dr. Feinberg – it’s always nice to have a 
doctor in the house – is a gentle and loving 
older sister who throws socks from the 
top dresser drawer down to Kitty Perry 
to catch,” said Feinberg. “Her nickname is 
Clunk because when I come home she walks 
over and clunks on the f loor so I can rub 
her tummy. Kitty Perry, named after Katy 
Perry, is the rock star who loves to dress 
up in her pink hoodie. She is the shadow 
of Dr. Feinberg and they play together all 
the time. When she goes in for checkups, 
she can’t stand her cage so the NSPCA uses 
a stroller for her. I recommended having 
two pets because they can keep each other 
company when you’re away.”

Entertainer Travis Cloer, who plays 
Frankie Valli in Jersey Boys, has two 
rescue dogs, Oliver and Nala, who were 

both adopted as puppies. Cloer says they 
are like peas and carrots – they always 
need to be together.

“We feel very strongly about caring for 
your pets as you would your own children,” 
said Cloer. “So many rescue pets have 
horrific stories to their upbringing. We are 
fortunate that ours do not but nevertheless, 
still needed a loving home. Adopting these 
animals changes their life dramatically! 
Why wouldn't you want to make another's 
life more fulfilling and happy?

“Just be patient,” Cloer continued. 
“Good habits, bad habits, they are a change 
in your everyday lifestyle. Embrace it and 
they will love you oh, so much!”

Local performer Gregory Popovich of 
the World Famous Popovich Comedy Pet 
Theater has taken rescue pets to a whole 
new level. He uses them in his act!

“All animals in the act are rescues,” 
said Popovich. “I have 28 dogs and cats in 
total, although some are retired and some 
are in training. I want to attract attention 
to homeless pets and prove how talented 

rescue pets ::

Strip performer Gregory Popovich of the World Famous Popovich Comedy Pet Theater has taken 
rescue pets to a whole new level by using them in his act.
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they can be. My goal is that people take my 
message to heart and adopt one themselves.

“It takes patience to find the right ones 
for my act,” continued Popovich, “but 
I’m looking for personality more so than 
breed. Many of them have experienced 
some sort of stress that brought them to 
the shelter, and it takes about a month just 
to build that communication and bonding. 
I’ll visit an animal two or three times at 
the shelter and bring along some props like 
a ball to see how they do.”

Dr. Jeffrey Roth and Dena duBoef 
rescued their dog, Marley, from some 
college students who no longer had the 
time to take care of him. 

“We went to visit the dog and fell in love 
with him,” said Roth. “We both wanted a 
puggle and were lucky enough to find one. 
He was named after musician Bob Marley 
and we decided to keep the name.

“We both love dogs, and knowing how 
many are in the shelters, we figured if we can 
save one, why not. They need homes too,” 
continued Roth. “Marley was somewhat 
trained. The first night he cried all night 
and was sick to his stomach like a child, but 
by night two he was playing with his toys. 
We hired a trainer two weeks later so he 
understood the proper commands.”

Shelly Volsche, local professional dog 
trainer and owner of Good Paws LLC, 
said, “When you’re at the shelter playing 
with the dog, he should come to you, you 
shouldn’t be chasing him. If he brings 
you a toy, that’s even better. When they 
get home, you need to manage their 
environment and not give them free reign 
of the house immediately.

“One of the biggest rewards for most 
dogs is the attention of their owners, so it’s 
important to reward them for what they 
do right and not just acknowledge when 
they’ve done something wrong. A rescue 
makes a wonderful pet, and by bringing 
in a trainer right from the start, you can 
help to acclimate the dog or cat to its new 
forever home more quickly.”

“It’s important to make communicating 
with your animals part of your daily 
routine,” said Tim Link, animal 
communicator and author of “Wagging 
Tales.” “I’m usually contacted right after 
the pet has been adopted, to find out 
their history and to explain things to the 

animal on the owner’s behalf. Sometimes 
when you bring home a rescue pet, it’s not 
uncommon for them to have bathroom 
accidents in the house. Many times, it’s 
simply because they don’t know where to 
go, at what times or how to notify you. 
Think of it like being a guest at someone’s 
house. You don’t know where anything 
is or how to operate it. A good host will 
show you where to find the coffee and the 
clean towels.

“There are a whole host of reasons a pet 
was turned into a shelter,” continued Link. 
“Don’t assume it was due to behavioral 
issues. That’s just a small fraction of the 
animals. Find the one that pulls on your 
heartstrings and fits your personality and 
lifestyle. You’ll be greatly rewarded.”

“Rescue animals make great pets,” said 
Harold Vosko, founder and president of 
Heaven Can Wait Animal Society. “They 
seem to know they’re being rescued and 
pay you back with love. Unfortunately, less 
than 10 percent of pets are rescues, and 
over 200 pets are turned in to shelters here 
in Las Vegas every day. People leave town 

or have circumstances where they can no 
longer take care of their pet, so they bring 
them to the shelter.

“When you adopt a rescue, you become 
a responsible pet owner,” continued Vosko. 
“The animal is spayed or neutered, has its 
vaccinations and is micro-chipped in case it 
gets lost, even before you walk out the door.” 

“There are so many ways to find a pet, 
from animal rescues and shelters to stores 
with adoption centers to veterinarians,” 
said Elizabeth Davis Rubin, founder and 
president of Adopt A Rescue Pet. “It’s 
not much different to adopt a rescue pet 
than a puppy from a breeder. Acclimation 
still has to take place regardless. There 
are wonderful pets of all kinds available 
including birds, bunnies and hamsters, and 
you can save money by adopting a pet from a 
shelter or rescue organization.”

“Don’t hesitate, just do it,” said 
Winters. “Adopting a rescue pet is one 
of the most rewarding things that you’ll 
do in your life. The animals know they’ve 
been rescued and they never stop saying 
thank you.” q


